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"Two centuries ago, a former European colony decided to catch up with Europe. It succeeded so well that 
the United States of America became a monster, in which the taints, the sickness and the inhumanity of 
Europe have grown to appalling dimensions." — Franz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth 

The exhibition Sonnets of a Semiquincentennial Sunset brings together textile installations, 
ceramics, collages, and performance documentation from Lyn-Kee-Chow's ongoing 
multidisciplinary project, Junkanooacome, a body of work inspired by and in critical dialogue 
with the colonial archive. Through a research-based practice, the artist investigates the 
Afro-Jamaican folk masquerade Jonkonnu alongside vintage American history textbooks and 
other forms of printed matter that reveal and reinforce the enduring legacies of European 
imperialism within the American imagination. 

Positioned against the backdrop of the United States' semiquincentennial commemorations, 
Sonnets of a Semiquincentennial Sunset interrogates the narratives of nationhood, 
independence, and events that shape the country's image. By examining the intertwined 
histories of colonialism, racial capitalism, and cultural domination, Lyn-Kee-Chow’s transnational 
perspective confronts the ideologies that continue to structure contemporary social, political 
realities, and present-day identities while offering alternative forms of remembrance, resistance 
and collective belonging. 

Jodie Lyn-Kee-Chow is a Jamaican-American interdisciplinary artist based in NYC with an MFA 
from Hunter College CUNY, NY.  Her work has been presented internationally at venues 
including The National Gallery of Jamaica, Queens Museum, NY, and Bronx Museum, NY.   
She co-authored Living Histories of Sugar in the Caribbean and Scotland: Transnationalisms, 
Performance and Co-creation, a project funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council 
and presented in Kingston, JA, and Greenock and Edinburgh in Scotland (2022). Other 
accolades include Franklin Furnace Fund (2017-18), Bronx Museum AIM Fellowship (2024), 
KODA Residency (2023-2026), Residency Unlimited (2023), Wave Hill Winter Workspace 
(2022), NYSCA New York State Council on the Arts Award (2025), and the inaugural artist 
fellowship of Triangle Arts (2022). Publications include The New York Times, Hyperallergic, 
White Hot Magazine, and Artsy.  
 
For more information scan the QR code or visit the artist’s website: 
www.jodielynkeechow.com      
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Governors Island, NY 

https://www.sugarhistories.co.uk/
https://www.sugarhistories.co.uk/
https://hyperallergic.com/518060/performing-the-legacy-of-caribbean-junkanoo/
http://www.jodielynkeecchow.com

	SONNETS OF A SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL SUNSET                                            A Solo Exhibition by Jodie Lyn-Kee-Chow 

